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PURPOSE

Young adults are often the target for many different media.  When summer arrives, so do 
movies that play to the college persuasion. Thus, it is important for movie studios to understand 
students’ attitudes and actions in regards to movies. The purpose of the interviews was to 
analyze college students viewing behaviors as it pertains to movies. Specifically our objectives 
were to

• Understand how college students decide whether to view movies at home or at the 
theatre

• Discover how college students are utilizing technology to view movies at home

• Understand the role of movies in the lives of college students

In order to answer the objectives, three interviews were conducted over the course of two days 
and appear in non-sequential order in the report.  Interviewers used a uniform discussion guide, 
which appears in the appendix, to conduct the interview. The interview conducted by Breanne 
Hager was recorded on Friday, June 19, 2009. The interview conducted by Taylor Katz was 
recorded on Thursday, June 18, 2009. The interview conducted by Jessie Luczynski was 
recorded on Thursday, June 18, 2009. Interviewers recorded interviews using Audacity software 
on separate laptop computers. Samples were convenient and nonrandom.

Generally, speaking college students like to view more movies at home.  Different factors 
affect students’ decisions, the two most common being price and comfort. In fact, respondents 
were fairly consistent with reasoning. 

• “It’s more comfortable at your house because you can just lay out, chill out, you know 
just do your own thing, when at a theatre you’re confined to your chair.” --Jennifer M.

Movies and Student Behaviors
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• “I watch more movies at home because it is  less expensive and more comfortable” 
Kate R.

• “I watch them more at home based I guess… my mom gets them a lot, but then again 
just the cost in general.” --Jennifer M.

However, students still frequent theatres, especially for special occasions.  Really popular 
movies still draw in students despite high ticket prices. Students also still like the experience a 
theatre can offer and the social interactions it entails.

• “I watch them at the theater, I like the big experience. The big screen, big sound, it sucks 
you into the story more than just watching it at home on your television.”--Jeanne K.

• “There are some must-see movies. I will be there the next day or within the opening 
week or so— Star Trek, Harry Potter, 007, all the good stuff.” --Jennifer M.

• “If there is a movie that just came out, and everybody is going to see it, I’d rather see it 
at the movies. It is more of a social thing. If everybody is going then I’d tag along.” –Kate 
R.

Students choose their theatre based upon a multitude of reasons. The top reasons given 
for theatre choice are price and location. However, equipment is still important to some.

• “It’s location and I guess if the prices aren’t the same then I’d choose the cheapest”----

• “I think pricing plays a good deal in that, so does location If you get free moves passes 
you are obviously, going to go to that theatre even if is an hour from your house. It’s free 
so lets do it.”-- Jennifer M.

• “Well, it’s the screen, the visuals are the most important. Sound is number 2, a close 
second. I want the best screen, real crisp. Comfortable seats, you know lots of room.” 
--Jeanne K.

Alternative technologies don’t play a huge role in students’ lives when it comes to 
movies. However, students still utilize technology when it is present or readily available. 
Conversely, one student didn’t use any alternative methods to view movies at home.

• “If I know somebody who can burn one, like I have a lot of friends that can burn movies 
on DVDs, then I would do that.” Kate R.

• “I would probably just watch it on my television because my computer is too slow.” 
• “Cable really isn’t a big deal to me. I didn’t grow up with it. I don’t watch a lot of TV in 

general, so there really isn’t a point.” --Jennifer M.
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• “I have watched an illegal copy once or twice. One of my family members brought it over 
from a friend and it just happened to be there. It was mostly just convenience.” --Jennifer 
M.

• “It’s just not the same experience”-- Jeanne K.

Watching movies is not only a part of the college experience, but also a form of 
entertainment everybody can enjoy.  Students in general watch movies in groups, making it a 
shared experience not just an individual action. 

• “A lot of movies nowadays are based on college experiences and they relate to a lot of 
college kids’ lives.” –Kate R.

•  “To a certain extent, because you get to hang out with your friends. You get to see 
people you see every day and sometimes people you haven’t seen for a while. But, also 
because here at USF we have Movies on the Lawn and it’s just a fun way to get together 
with people.” --Jennifer M.

• “I think it’s a part of everyday life for everybody. I don’t care if you’re a kid, a college 
student, senior you know, a thirty something year-old. I mean, I think it’s one of the major 
forms of entertainment that people can enjoy.”--Jeanne K.

Lastly, movies provide a social interaction.  Opinions and thoughts are discussed after the 
movie ends. The movie watching experience doesn’t stop when the movie ends.

• “Everybody always quotes movies and we just talk about what we liked in it, what 
was funny, what was good, bad” – Kate R.

• “After we see a movie, we go out and discuss the movie, like what was the point? 
Did you like the special effects? You know, just talk about the story and the 
characters and the acting.”--Jeanne K.

• “We definitely talk about what we liked about the movie, what we didn’t like about the 
movie. Sometimes you have to share that favorite part or that favorite line.” --Jennifer 
M.
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After conducting interviews with three young adults and analyzing the data retrieved, the 
interviewers noted the similarities and were able to conclude many things. Of the subjects 
interviewed, a common theme is preference in movie watching at home because of the 
comfortable atmosphere and low cost. Contrary to what many may think, the highest 
technologies for movie watching are not always utilized at home. The interviewed subjects did 
not find it necessary to use more than DVD players and basic cable.  If movies are to be viewed 
in the theater, it is often a social outing, and price and location convenience are taken into 
account. These young adults enjoy movies with friends, whether at home or in the theater, and 
do feel that movie watching is part of the college experience. After viewing a movie, they 
discuss it and the conversation can range from random quotes, favorite parts, and the entire 
point of the film. 

Interview Transcript:  Jennifer Marsh
Conducted by: Breanne Hager

Breanne: What do you like about movies? What are some of your favorite movies? How do 
movies make you feel?

Jennifer:  Well for me, my favorite movie is “Wild Wild West.” It’s probably not everybody’s 
favorite choice but it’s mine. I like the action. It’s really humorous. It makes me laugh a lot 
whenever I see it. I like the music to it. Overall, I like it.  I like humorous movies. I guess I like a 
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lot of comedies that make you happy kind of more energetic. Although, on the same side there 
are a lot of good drama ones that really just want to make you ball out crying. They really 
convey that emotion to the audience. 

Breanne:  Do you watch more movies at home or at the theatre? Why?

Jennifer: I watch them more at home based I guess… my mom gets them a lot, but then again 
just the cost in general. It’s more comfortable at your house because you can just lay out, chill 
out, you know just do your own thing, when at a theatre you’re confined to your chair

Breanne: Why would you choose to watch a movie in a theatre then? What about must see-
movies?

Jennifer: Just for the whole, surround sound experience. If you want a huge surround screen, 
you can go to the IMAX and watch it up close and personal. There are some must-see movies. I 
will be there the next day or within the opening week or so— Star Trek, Harry Potter, 007, all the 
good stuff.

Breanne: What factors influence your choice of theatre?

Jennifer:  I think pricing plays a good deal in that so dose location. If you get free moves 
passes you are obviously, going to go to that theatre even if is an hour from your house. It’s free 
so lets do it. But, I go to several different theatres. One theatre is the Tampa Pitcher Show 
located down Dale Mabry. When you go if the normal ticket price is $9, then their admission is 
going to be $8, then you have to buy a drink, which is like a dollar. It end out being the same, 
but you get a drink. Then you can also buy real food there, like real sandwiches—not just 
popcorn but you can buy popcorn. Or you can go to the drive-in, which is normally cheaper. I 
think it’s $5 or $6 a person. It used to be $4 a person and that is why everybody goes there. 
Theatres in general are usuall expensive, unless you go in the morning time, which is cheaper.

Breanne: How do you watch movies at home? Do you use cable or DVDs? Have you ever 
watched an illegal copy of a DVD?

Jennifer: For me, we do not have cable or satellite. We use DVDs, still have some VHSs we 
use, but mostly DVDs now. Cable really isn’t a big deal to me. I didn’t grow up with it. I don’t 
watch a  lot of TV in general, so there really isn’t a point. I have watched an illegal copy once or 
twice. One of my family members brought it over from a friend and it just happened to be there. 
It was mostly just convenience.

Breanne: Do you use an online rental service like Netflix? What do you use? How and why do 
use it?

Jennifer: We use Blockbuster online. Basically, you go to their website and you have a query, 
you have a list of movies you want to see and you search the whole website. Whatever is first 
on your list is what you get when you return your other one, by mailing it in or returning it to the 
store.  Blockbuster since they have updated their store to all DVDs and BlueRays, they don’t 
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have some of the older movies they use to have on VHS so you can get those online. But they 
also have a bigger, broader selection online than they do in the store.

Breanne: Do you use an alternative method to watch movies on your computer or any other 
portable device. Why? How?

Jennifer:  Sometimes I use my computer, I either watch the DVD itself on the computer or just 
go on to YouTube. I watch some of the “Star Trek” movies just watching some of the episodes 
or just replaying them— some of the funny parts

Breanne: Is watching movies part of the college experience? How?

Jennifer: Yes, to a certain extent, because you get to hang out with your friends. You get to see 
people you see every day and sometimes people you haven’t seen for a while. But, also 
because here at USF we have Movies on the Lawn and it’s just a fun way to get together with 
people.

Breanne: Do you ever talk about movies with friends? What do they say?

Jennifer: We definitely talk about what we liked about the movie, what we didn’t like about the 
movie. Sometimes you have to share that favorite part or that favorite line. Who is your diehard 
actor/actress in it.

Breanne: Do you watch current movies or classics? Why?

Jennifer: I watch a little bit of both. You just want to see the new movies, see what they are all 
about; but then you have your classics and you just love them so you have to keep watching 
them over again, like Titanic or what not.

Breanne: Is there anything else you would like to add?

Jennifer: I think as far as classics go one of the best is “The Ten Commandments,” because 
that was just incredible with that many people and without all that technology they use today. It’s 
funny when you watch the older movies, because the graphics when you watch them you just 
start laughing because you’re just like, “really?”— compared to today, which is really high-tech. 
For “Star Trek,” they say for the transporter, they used aspirin and water. I’m pretty sure they 
don’t use that anymore—just funny things like that

Interview Transcript: Kate Rachid
Conducted by: Taylor Katz

Taylor: What do you like about movies? What are some of your favorite movies? How do 
movies make you feel?

Kate: Um, I like that movies kind of take me to a different place. Like I don’t think about what’s 
going on in my life, I just kind of get attached to what’s going on in the movie, and, that’s about 
it. 
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Taylor: Do you watch more movies at home or at the theatre? Why?

 Kate: I watch more movies at home because it’s less expensive and I just think it’s 
more comfortable.” 

Taylor:  Why would you choose to watch a movie in the theatre if you were going to? Is it a 
must-see movie? Is it because of the atmosphere?

 Kate: “If it’s a movie that just came out and everyone is going to see it then I would rather 
obviously go to the movies. It’s kind of more like a social thing too. If everyone is going then I’ll 
take along. 

Taylor: What factors influence your choice of theatre, if you were to go to a theater? Price; do 
you get a special deal? Proximity to your house?

 Kate:  “It’s location and I guess if the prices are different, then I guess I’d choose the one that 
is cheaper.” 
 
Taylor: How do you watch movies at home? 

Kate: Most of the time I either watch DVDs or I rent them from On-demand.” 

Taylor: Do you use an online rental service like Netflix?  Which one do you use (Netflix, 
Blockbuster Total Access)? How do you use it?

 Kate: No. 

Taylor: Do you use an alternative method to watch movies on your computer or any other 
portable device? Why? How? You Tube or some other website? Laptop? Ipod?
 
Kate: No, but if I know somebody who can burn one, like I have a lot of friends that can burn 
movies on DVDs, then I would do that. I would probably just watch it on my television because 
my computer is too slow.” 
 

Taylor: Is watching movies part of the college experience? How?

Kate: I think it depends. A lot of the time when, you know, you’re with a group of friends and 
you’re bored, that’s what you end up doing. A lot of movies nowadays are based on college 
experiences and they relate to a lot of college kids’ lives.” 

Taylor: Do you talk about movies with friends? What do they say?

Kate: Yes, all the time. Everybody always quotes movies and we just talk about what we liked in 
it, what was funny, what was good, bad; I don’t know, everything.

Taylor: Do you watch current movies or classics? Why?
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Kate: Current movies. I don’t know. I just do, I just like them better. I’ve never really been into 
classic movies.” 

Interview Transcript: Jeanne 
Conducted by: Jessie Luczynski

Jessie: What do you like about movies? What are some of your favorite movie? How do you 
movies make you feel?

Jeanne: Well, I love movies because they’re a major distraction from the real world. It’s almost 
like a drug, you get away to a dream situation, you let yourself really get engrossed, it’s really 
refreshing and I really like A Christmas Story and Starman, and the Lethal Weapon series. But I 
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really like all genres, I'll watch science fiction they make me feel good. I feel better after I see a 
movie.

Jessie: Do you watch movies at home or at the theater? Why? What about must see movie?

Jeanne: I watch them at the theater. I like the big experience, big screen, big sound; it sucks 
you into the story more than just watching it at home on your television. It’s more of an 
experience it really brings you into the movie. I am addicted to the movies, will go to the movies 
and ill watch just about anything, so I can go to the movies. It’s an addiction with m, but if it’s a 
must see movie, then I’ll buy tickets ahead of time and make sure I come an hour early to get 
the best seat, that how much I like it.

Jessie: What factors influence your choice of theater? 

Jeanne: Well, it’s the screen the visuals are the most important. Sound is number two, a close 
second. I want the best screen, real crisp. Comfortable seats, you know lots of room, refills on 
my coke. I also like it when it’s closer to the house. That’s nice when it’s like five minutes from 
the house.

Jessie: How do you watch movies at home? Do you use cable or DVD? 

Jeanne: I usually just watch if it’s already playing on cable, I don’t special order any movies. 

Jessie: Do you use any alternative methods to watch movies? Portable devices? 

Jeanne: No, it’s just not the same experience.

Jessie: Is watching movies part of the college experience? How?

Jeanne: Ya, I think it’s a part of everyday life for everybody. I don’t care if you’re a kid, college 
student, a senior or you know a thirty something, I mean I think it’s one of the major forms of 
entertainment that people can enjoy. It’s more fun when you go with friends and family.

Jessie: Do you ever talk about movies with friends? What do they say? 

Jeanne: Definitely, talk about it after we see a movie, go out and discuss the movie, like what 
was the point; did you like the special effects? You know, just talk about the story and the 
characters and the acting. Things like that.

Jessie: Do you like current movies or classics? 

Jeanne: I like current movies the best. I usually don’t like to see movies twice. If it’s a really 
good one Ill see it three or four times, but even the best movies I love, I don’t usually watch 
them later again. I’ll watch an old move occasionally, if I’m in the mood, but most of the time I 
want a new movie at the theater. 
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Discussion Guide

1.)What do you like about movies

• What are some of your favorite movies?

• How do movies make you feel?
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2.)Do you watch more movies at home or at the theatre? Why?

3.)Why would you choose to watch a movie in the theatre?

• Is it a must-see movie?

• Is it because of the atmosphere?

4.)What factors influence your choice of theatre

• Price; do you get a special deal?

• Proximity to your house?

5.)How do you watch movies at home

• Cable

• On Demand

• DVD Illegal copy?

• DVR

6.)Do you use an online rental service like Netflix? 

• Which one do you use (Netflix, Blockbuster Total Access)?

• How do you use it?

7.)Do you use an alternative method to watch movies on your computer or any other 
portable device? Why? How?
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• You Tube or some other website?

• Laptop? Ipod?

8.) Is watching movies part of the college experience? How?

9.)Do you talk about movies with friends? What do they say?

10.)Do you watch current movies or classics? Why?


